http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/nb/memorial/news/6333782.html
Coffeehouse provides forum for Christian music, connections By FLORI MEEKS

When the Singles Ministry at Memorial Drive United Methodist Church launched its Kick Back Koffee House, the goal was to provide singles a safe, pleasant place to spend Friday nights.

Four years later, Director of Singles Ministry Sheri Kelley says the coffeehouse has met that objective, and more.

Were offering people an opportunity to hear Gods message through the music, or to feel Gods love through someone they meet, Kelley said.

Its grown into more than a place people can go to for fun.

Kick Back Koffee House opens at 7 p.m. the fourth Friday of the month at the churchs Connection Center, 13194 Memorial Drive, and the music usually begins at 7:15 p.m.

The public is welcome. Generally, the Singles Ministry targets adults age 40 and up, but people of all age groups can attend.

Lazor Vision, a contemporary Christian worship group, and gospel group Connection Music, are scheduled to perform Friday.

Guests are encouraged to contribute $3 to $5 as a love offering, but no one is denied admission for not paying.

The Koffee House also asks guests to bring a snack to share. Past potluck selections have included casseroles, homemade desserts, pizza and fried chicken. The Koffee House also serves soda and Starbucks coffee at no charge, and provides a spot for playing Nintendo Wii and table games.

Initially, the Koffee Houses activities were limited to board games and socializing. About two years ago, it started hosting live Christian music.

We wanted to appeal to people beyond the walls of our church, Kelley said.

Within the last six months, the musical aspect of the Koffee House developed a life of its own, she said.

We finished scheduling 2009 before the end of 2008.

As far as Kelley is concerned, the Koffee House has become a ministry to Christian performers, as well as patrons.

Christian artists are always looking for a venue where they can play, she said. We allow them to share their talent and to share their walk, their testimony.

Previous artists have included Christian artist Tawana, contemporary praise band Words in the Dirt, and modern folk and rock performer Mark Mazzu, among others.

Weve never been disappointed; its been amazing, Kelley said.

Sometimes when we have the Koffee House, Gods spirit is right there.

Its an exciting ministry.

Church member Darrell Westcott is a Koffee House regular.

It always is a highly spiritual experience, said Westcott, a Memorial-area resident.

The tradition is two performers. Its split up by a lot of types of music, from jazz to some of the contemporary music out there. A lot of the performers play their own music. Its always new, and its always uplifting.
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