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As you look through this edition of the MDUMC Learning Guide for Fall 2019, 
consider ways these studies and classes will make a difference in your own life 
as well as in the life of your church and community! As we examine our call to 
serve God and our neighbors, there are many opportunities in our midst to 
deepen and strengthen our lives with the hope that we will all become better 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Unless otherwise noted, please contact VickyHarris@mdumc.org or 
KellyVicente@mdumc.org with any questions or to register. Registration is 
also available online at mdumc.org/register.

DR. ROBBINS’ MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays Beginning September 4
10 – 11 AM  |  Wesley Hall
Dr. Robbins will teach a verse-by-verse study of the Gospel of Mark. He incorporates 
humor and stories along with sound biblical interpretation. All anyone needs to bring 
is a Bible. Dr. Robbins will be using the NRSV Bible. Join us!

HOW ARE YOU LEARNING?
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CONTINUALLY STUDY, READ SCRIPTURE, 
AND EXPLORE THEIR FAITH TOGETHER.

WEDNESDAYS AT MDUMC



WOMEN OF THE WORD: THE QUEST 
Thursdays Beginning August 22 (6 weeks) 
6:30 - 8:30 PM  |  D201  |  Leader: Ange Grout  |  $20 
The Quest is a challenge to accept the invitation. In this excursion with Jesus, Beth 
Moore uses questions from Scripture to bring us into intimacy with the One who 
knows us best. Learn to dig into the Word, to respond to the questions of God, and to 
bring your questions before God.  

MDUMC MOMS BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays Beginning August 27  |  9:15 – 10:30 AM  |  C201
Nursery Available from 9 - 11 AM  |  Contact: stacybrockstepler@gmail.com
All moms, specifically those with children 1st – 6th grade, are invited to join MDUMC 
Moms for weekly fellowship and Bible Study. Fellowship begins at 9:15 AM in room 
C201 followed by study from 9:30 – 10:30 AM. We’ll meet throughout the school year. 

AUGUST

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
AT MDUMC
Wednesdays Beginning September 4
5:15 - 7:30  PM  |  Wesley Hall
All are welcome at this churchwide 
opportunity for fellowship and study! We’ll 
join together for weekly dinner followed 
by Dr. Robbins’ verse-by-verse study of the 
Gospel of Mark. He incorporates humor 
and stories along with sound biblical 
interpretation. Dinner is $8 per person 
($5 for children ages 4 - 10 and free for 
children under 4 - no more than $25 per 
family). All anyone needs to bring is a 
Bible. Dr. Robbins will be using the NRSV 
Bible. Invite a friend and plan to join us!



MEN’S LIFE:  THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 
Tuesdays Beginning September 3  |  6:30 - 7:30 AM
West Campus - The Refuge  |  Contact: MichaelJarboe@mdumc.org  |  $10 
Join us for breakfast, a short lesson from The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, and 
fellowship with other MDUMC men. We’ll have you out the door by 7:30 AM to get on 
the road to work as better men, dads, husbands, and disciples of Christ!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S STUDY
Wednesdays Beginning September 4 (11 weeks)
6:30 – 7:30pm | C201 | Leader: Rev. Ginny Griggs Tincher
Join us as we read and discuss Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren. Each 
week will focus on a daily practice or habit and the ways God is revealed to us within it. 
All women are welcome! Books are available for purchase ($13). To reserve a book or 
for more information, please contact GinnyTincher@mdumc.org.

RESONANCE: IN THIS TOGETHER
Wednesdays Beginning September 4 (5 weeks)
6:30 – 8 PM  |  D201  |  Leaders: Liz Peterson and Rev. Victor Resendiz
Join us for a five-week film study exploring how we can love one another, learn from 
each other, and even celebrate our differences amid a culture that seems determined 
to divide us.  

WINNING THE WORRY BATTLE: 
LIFE LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
Thursdays Beginning September 5 (6 weeks)
9:30 – 11:30 AM  |  D204  |  Leader: Vicky Harris  |  $12 
or
Wednesdays Beginning September 18 (6 weeks)
11 AM – 12:30 PM  |  D203  |  Leader: Sandy Earthman  |  $12
Have you ever tried to fight worry with faith and felt you were losing the battle? 
This study reviews three tools we can develop to fight in faith: 1) embracing God’s 
promises, 2) courage and commitment under pressure, and 3) practicing radical 
obedience while waiting for God to deliver our victory. 

SEPTEMBER



DISCIPLE FAST TRACK II: INTO THE WORD, INTO THE 
WORLD  |  GENESIS - EXODUS & LUKE - ACTS
Mondays Beginning September 9 (24 weeks)
6:30 - 8 PM  |  D206  |  Leader: Daniel Scholl  |  $32 
This study provides a thorough study of Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Acts and is 
ideal for busy people who want to fit an in-depth Bible study into their schedule. It is 
designed to help us hear God’s voice through studying the Scriptures, so we can go 
into the world as faithful witnesses and be of service to the world.

THE ROAD BACK TO YOU: PODCAST AND BOOK STUDY 
Mondays Beginning September 9 (7 weeks)
6:30 - 8 PM  |  D201  |  Leader: Rev. Victor Resendiz  |  $17
What we don’t know about ourselves can hurt us and our relationships. The 
Enneagram is an ancient personality type system describing how human beings are 
wired. Learn practical, comprehensive ways of accessing Enneagram wisdom and 
exploring Christian spirituality for a deeper knowledge of God and of ourselves.

SINGLES COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays Beginning September 11
7:30 PM  |  D101  |  Contact: SheriKelley@mdumc.org
Singles gather to study the Word of God using the Lifeguide Bible Study series. This 
is an ongoing group that takes a short break between series. At the completion of 
each study, the group decides the topic for the next study. Since participants include 
those from a variety of Christian faith communities, there is always good discussion. All 
singles, whether you’re a member or not, are welcome!

LIGHTEN UP - A BIBLE STUDY FOR BUSY MOMS 
Tuesdays Beginning September 17
Noon -1:30 PM  |  West Campus - The Refuge  |  $60 Includes Book and Lunch
Contact: KarenCrawford@mdumc.org
Lighten Up is a community of women of all ages that meet weekly for lunch, a short 
video, and small group discussion. Each Tuesday starts with a delicious lunch followed 
by a short video and great small group time. We will pass out the study guides on 
September 17 and conclude before Thanksgiving. Friends and neighbors welcome! 



LISTENING FOR GOD
Tuesdays Beginning October 1 (10 weeks)  
2:30 - 4:30 PM  |  D100  |  Leader: Rev. Susan Wiley  |  $15
Through contemporary literature selections, brief author profiles, and lively 
discussions, we “listen” for the many ways in which God speaks through the everyday 
experiences of our lives.  Authors include Flannery O’Connor, Frederick Buechner, 
Raymond Carver, Annie Dillard, Alice Walker, Garrison Keillor, and others. 

WALK TO EMMAUS: A JOURNEY WITH CHRIST  
Men’s #111  |  October 3-6, 2019
Women’s #112  |  October 10-13, 2019
The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation 
that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. The objective of Emmaus is to 
inspire, challenge, and equip local church members for Christian action in our homes, 
churches, communities and places of work.
MDUMC has over 100 people who have participated and about 40 people who meet 
weekly in small groups to talk about their spiritual life. If you are interested, please 
contact VickyHarris@mdumc.org.  

OCTOBER

THE HARRY RANKIN FAITH & FELLOWSHIP 
SERIES PRESENTS: DR. MARIA DIXON HALL
Friday, September 27  |  Dinner and Lecture
6:30 PM  |  Wesley Hall  |  $20
Sunday, September 29  |  Classic Worship

Dr. Maria Dixon Hall is Senior Advisor to the Provost for Campus Cultural 
Intelligence Initiatives at Southern Methodist University. She is charged with the 
oversight of the University’s efforts to ensure that all members of the community 
are equipped to effectively create, collaborate, and work on the solutions to 
change the world regardless of who their partners may be. 
The Harry Rankin Faith & Fellowship Series is 
underwritten by the MDUMC Caring Forever Foundation.



WOMEN OF THE WORD: ENTRUSTED 
Thursdays Beginning October 10 (6 weeks)
6:30 - 8:30 PM  |  D201  |  Leader: Ange Grout  |  $22
In this study, Beth Moore will encourage us to guard what God has entrusted to us, 
further God’s kingdom by sharing Christ with others, and pour into future generations 
just as Paul once mentored Timothy. In this journey of joy and hardship, we need each 
other to live lives of faithfulness.

ASK: FINDING THE ANSWERS TO HARD QUESTIONS 
IN A SKEPTICAL AGE
Thursdays Beginning October 17  (8 weeks)  
9:30 – 11:30 AM  |  D204  |  Leader: Vicky Harris  |  $11
We live in a skeptical age. In this thoughtful study, Bishop Scott Jones and his son Rev. 
Arthur Jones address hard questions that we all face when considering faith, religion, 
and the church, like “How can I believe in science and creation?” As we engage our 
doubt, we may find we are closer to God.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER RETREAT 
Monday, October 21  |  9 AM – 3 PM  |  Register by Friday, October 16  |  $25
Ruah Center @ Villa de Matel (6510 Lawndale Street, Houston, 77023)
Contact: VictorResendiz@mdumc.org
Our world is plenty noisy, and it’s difficult to find a place to breathe. Come and spend 
time in silent prayer in this unique opportunity to connect on a deeper level with God. 
The Ruah Center exists to provide this gift of solitude so we can listen with our hearts 
for the voice of God. Bring your favorite Bible or just bring yourself.

THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST – PODCAST AND BOOK STUDY 
Mondays Beginning November 4 (6 weeks)
6:30 – 8 PM  |  D201  |  Leader: Rev. Victor Resendiz  |  $18
Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Richard Rohr articulates a 
transformative view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work in 
the world. Jesus’s life was meant to declare that humanity has never been separate 
from God—except by its own negative choice. Learn to recognize the Creator’s 
presence all around us and in everyone we meet.

NOVEMBER



EASTERN CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
Thursdays, November 7 & 14
1 – 2:30 PM or 7 – 8:30 PM  |  D202  |  Leader: Garland Smith
The First Council of Ephesus in 431, deposed Nestorius, the Bishop in Constantinople. 
For the next 1,000 years, the Nestorian Church and the Jacobites would be the largest 
and most coherent part of Christianity. Then the crusades, the Turks, the Mongols and 
Islam would bring down the eastern Christian churches, and today few people know 
anything about this very colorful, vibrant, devout part of Christian heritage. This course 
will look at the Nestorians (The Eastern Syriac Church) and the Jacobites (The Western 
Syriac Church) which were such a big part of what Christianity originally was.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ASSEMBLY 
Sunday, November 10
9:30 – 10:30 AM  |  Wesley Hall
Space is limited. Please RSVP by Monday, November 4

Rev. Colin Bagby will lead all of our adult Sunday school classes in Practicing the 
Way of Jesus: Discipleship-focused teaching on bridging the gap between learning 
about Jesus and following Jesus.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT WON’T BREAK 
Wednesdays Beginning November 6 (5 weeks)
11 AM – 12:30 PM  |  D203  |  Leader:  Sandy Earthman  |  $12
As we light the candles of our Advent wreath, reflect on the unbreakable gifts that God 
has given us: hope, love, joy, and peace, and be reminded of God’s greatest gift…a 
baby who leads us through all the days of our lives. Explore the spirit of Christmas with 
stories, Scriptures, and thoughts that warm our hearts. 

CHRISTIANITY GOES GLOBAL:
HOW AN UNLIKELY RELIGION MADE IT 
Mondays, December 2 & 9
3:30 – 5:00 PM  |  D204  |  Leader: Michael Hick 
This study is an interesting examination of Christianity throughout the years and 
throughout the world.  Come and learn more about the Church!



  
MEDITATION FOR CHRISTIANS  
Wednesdays  |  11 – 11:50 AM  |  D200
Leader: Betty Cartmell
The quiet prayer discipline of meditation has been used by Christians for centuries to 
cultivate a deeper relationship with Christ. We read and discuss short topics on this 
gentle prayer, and spend time praying silently together.

BODY, MIND, & SPIRIT  
Thursdays  |  11:45 AM  |  D100
Contact SheriKelley@mdumc.org
Boomers and Seniors are invited any Thursday for lunch, devotional, and special 
classes and activities. Lunch is $5 ($7 with a salad) in our kitchen serving line. After 
lunch, we have a time of devotion. In the afternoon, options include movies, table 
games, educational classes, and both American and Chinese Mahjongg. Watch the 
Messenger and the weekly e-mail blast for information.

MDUMC LIBRARY  
From meager beginnings of a few donated books collected by Dorothy Chapman, 
our collection now includes only the latest books with titles recommended by staff 
and lay workers. The church library is not a general library, but a stronghold of books 
of religious expression and resource material. Caro Ann Germann and Pam Brien, 
our librarians, have added new titles and replaced those that were lost or worn.We 
now have a collection of over 2400 books! Come check out our library on the Main 
Campus.

BRIDGEBUILDERS
Senior Adults
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  Wesley Hall
We are a warm, caring, supportive group of Christians who share each other’s burdens 
and celebrate each other’s joys, all while studying to strengthen our faith and deepen 
our knowledge of God’s Word.

ONGOING

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES



COVENANT
Couples and Singles 50s-60s
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D203 
The Covenant Class focuses on discussing the Bible as it relates to life and consists of 
couples and singles age 50s to 60s.

DISCOVERY
Mostly Couples mid 40s – early 60s
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D200
Our class lessons use a discussion format and cover a variety of topics. We sponsor 
service projects throughout the year and have frequent adult or family social events.

FOUNDATIONS 
Families with Young Children
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  C201 
In Foundations, we support one another and grow our own faith as we strive to pass 
our faith on to our children.

FRIENDSHIP 
Couples and Singles 60+
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D100
Lessons are taught by our members and by outside speakers who cover wide-ranging, 
typically Methodist subjects. 

GENESIS 
Couples 60+
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D201
We seek to nurture our continued growth in the Spirit of Christ and to share our gifts 
through active participation in the life of the church and the community.

GOOD NEWS
Couples and Singles 65+
Sundays at 11 AM  |  D204
Varied class lessons including lecture and spirited discussions are taught by our 
members and outside teachers.

GRAPEVINE
High Functioning Young Adults with Special Needs
Sundays at 11 AM  |  D206
A place of learning and fellowship for high functioning young adults.



KINDRED SOULS
Single and Married Women
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  Conference Room
Offering a group setting for women who attend church alone, whether single or 
married, our class follows the Adult Bible Study Series and is led by class members. 

PROBERS 
Couples and Singles 65+
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D204
By probing into the hard questions, we foster lively discussion and offer our members 
an opportunity to grow theologically and scripturally. 

ROOTS 
Couples and Singles 60+
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  Library
Our focus is on Bible study and family issues. We are a great support group for many 
of our ministry events, such as workcamps and the Soupmobile. 

SINGLES IN ACTION 
Singles 40+
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  Dance Room
We are singles of all ages who are willing to admit our imperfections and are 
interested in growing spiritually. 

SUNRIZON 
Singles and Couples 50s-60s
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D202
Members grow spiritually through thoughtful presentations that stimulate open-
minded discussion and weave Christian teachings with today’s complex issues.

SUNSHINE 
Older Youth and Adults with Special Needs
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  C109
A place of learning and fellowship for older youth and adults with special needs.

UPPER ROOM 
Adults of all Ages and Stages
Sundays at 9:30 AM  |  D206
One book of the Bible is studied in-depth, alternating between Old and New 
Testament. Class members have the opportunity to lead the discussion each week.



@MemorialDriveUMC

@mdumc

Alpha
-
A series of sessions exploring the 
Christian faith designed to create 
conversation about life’s deepest 
questions.

Questions? Ready to join? 
Visit mdumc.org/alpha

Contact ColinBagby@mdumc.org

This September

Registration is open!
Visit mdumc.org/register to reserve your place for 
any of these fall learning opportunities.


